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PUBLIC FOUND APATHETIC 
TO 2-TERM AMENDMENT 


H. L. Hunt of Dallas has been 
conducting a sort of 1-man cam- 
paign to give more little boys a 
chance to grow up and be Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

Hunt, often called the nation's 
leading independent oil producer, 
is concerned over the seeming pub- 
lic indifference to the constitution- 
al amendment now before State 
Legislatures to limit & President 
to eight years in office. 

"I even found one United States 
Senator (he wasn't from Texas), 
who- seemed to be downright igno- 
rant about the amendment," said 
Hunt. 

Congress adopted the amend- 
ment about four years ago. It must 
be ratified by thiry-six State Leg- 
islatures by March, 1954, or it 
will die. So far, twenty-four State 
Legislatures, not including Texas, 
have approved it. Ratification from 


twelve more State Legislatures is 
needed. 

It so happens that Haroldson 
Lafayette Hunt has oil leases, 
farms or other properties in a 
number of the states which have 
not ratified the amendment. Ala- 
bama, for instance, where he 
grilled the first commercial oil 

well. And Arkansas, Georgia, Flor- . , 

ida. New Mexico, Oklahoma and | had served to limit the President’s i 0 f Dallas H* even found 
Montana. So the Texas oilman has, term, was one of the great casual- TTnitoA ^nainr 

had unusual opportunities to work ties of World War II. In those; one United btattS it natOT 
‘ tense days, the American public ( who dldn t know ■anything' 

chose to continue its war leader-; about the amendment, 
ship. From this time on every 



teachers can say to a child: “Some| 
day you may be President!" 

This "intriguing thought," saidj 
the oilman, “has caused many) 
men of ability tc devote themselves 
to public service. However slim } 
their chances to be President, it,j 
was for them always a goal within j 
the range of possibility." I 

‘The 2-term precedent, which | Haroldson Lafayette Hunt 


bn his campaign for ratification. 
[He has talked with folks in and 
put of public life, from congress- 
men to the farm hands, about the 
Amendment. And he is “appalled 
by the stupendous indifference 
which can result in the failure 
pf this wonderful amendment." 

Hunt said that one of the really 
challenging things about American 
life is that mothers and school- 


President, regardless of party, will! would be seriously cons ered as 
be persuaded by the hangers-on (presidential timber, *neir qualifi 
to continue to serve the nation and r cations and availability studied. 


attempt to force re-election as long 
'as the President shall live.” 

Hunt thinks this situation will 
discourage men of real ability from 
serving the government. 

“A salutary situation would 
promptly result from the limitation 
of the President's term. Many 
prominent statesmen and up-and- 
coming lesser figures In public life 
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Your Chances To Become President 
Dwindling, Dallas Millionaire Says 


A man’s chance of becoming 
president of the United States 
would be greatly enhanced, ac- 
cording to Dallas Millionaire Oil- 
man H. L. Hunt, “if only 11 more 
state legislatures would ratify a 
constitutional amendment limiting 
the president’s tenure to eight 
years.” 

Mr. Hunt, usually silent to the 
press, offered his thoughts on the 
“noncontroversial” topic in keep- 
ing with identifying himself as a 
"Constructive," a fool-proof word 
that affiliates him with no par- 
ticular political or pressure group. 

“They can't use constructive as 
a smear 1 word or say a man’s too 
constructive," Mr. Hunt pointed 
out. 

Then he revealed his beliefs In 
regards to presidential tenure as 
fol lows: 

^“Som« day you may be presi- 
dent! 

“JDo you remember when you 
heard this as a child? How many 
mothers in all walks of life have 
said it to tljeir sons! How many 
teachers in public schools have 
encouraged their students with 
this challenging and really star- 
tling statement. 

“Though said millions %f times, 
it was always new. It was an 
intriguing thought. Inspired by 


it, young men of high ability in 
the past have given up chances to 
build a fortune for themselves 
for a life of public service. 

“However distant, indefinite 
and slim their chance to be presi- 
dent, it was for them always a 
goal within the range of possibil- 
ity. It was a possible reward for 
high integrity, honest ability and 
recognized usefulness, and they 
Were willing to give their best. 

170- Year Belief. ^ ^ 

“The belief that every ooy has 
a chance to be president has al- 
ways been a part of national 
thinking during the 170 years of 
our history. Limiting the tenure 
pf the president to eight years 
U not only in keeping with our 
national tradition, It is of the 
essence of American democracy. 

“Nearly four years ago, both 
the Senate and the House adopted 
a constitutional amendment to 
Effect this. A two-thirds ma- 
jority vote was required. Since the 
adoption of this amendment by 
Congress, 25 states have ratified 
the amendment, Indiana having 
just acted. 

“Ratification by 11 more state 
legislatures is required. There 
has never been & constitutional 


amendment ratified unless it was 
ratified within four years from 
the time of Its adoption by Con- 
gress. 

“The no third term precedent 
which, by usage and custom, had 
sex ved the purpose of limiting the 
president’s term in office was one 
of the great casualties of World 
War II. 


Urge for Renomination. 

“From this time on every presi- 
dent, regardless of the party, will 
be persuaded by pressure groups, 
who are using him to their advan- 
tage, to force his renomination 
and attempt to force his re-elec- 
tion as long as he may live. 

“A salutary situation would 

! probably result from the limita- 
tion of the president's term. Many 
prominent statesmen and up-and- 
coming lesser figures in public 
life would be seriously considered 
as presidential and vice-presiden- 
tial timber, their qualifications 
and availability studied, and per- 
haps their names appear in pub- 
lic opinion polls. 

“Texas would be bragging on 
Its Sam Rayburn. Gov. Allan ; 
Shivers, its ex-governors and out- 


and perhaps their names would 
appear in public r pinion polls. T or 
example, Texas would be boosi-ug 
for its Sam Rayburn, Governor 
Shivers, Senators Johnson and 
Connally and others. . „ 1 The 
South, which hasn't had one of its 
residents elected to -the presidency 
in 103 years, would have a better 
chance." 

From his conversations all ovex 
the country, Hunt has found few 
folks against the amendment. 
TTiey're just indifferent. 

“Truman is exempted from the 
amendment. So the amendment is 
• truly nonpartisan, nearly noncon- 
troversial and much to be desired.” 


standing members and former j 
members of its delegation In Cop- f 
gress, the partisans for each say- f 
ing that they would make great 1 
presidents, which many of them ( 
would. ]' 

“Oklahoma’s Senators Kerr and \ 
Monroney. Gov. Roy Turner and | : 
Its ether favorite sons would come I 

in for greater recognition and ! 
fuller influence Enthusiastic ap- 
praisal would be made of Demo- 
cratic leaders throughout all of 
the states. 


South Would Fare Better. 

“The South, vfhich has not had 
one f ' its residents elected to the 
presidency for 103 years, would 
have a vastly better chance to be 
so represented. 

“When the office is not pre- 
empted for life by dts occupant, 
many good men in. public life 
will be thought of as presidential 
timber and, though never achiev- 
| ing the office, thereby gain in 
! prestige and some be appointed 
! to cabinet, judicial, diplomatic 
and other high positions which 
.otherwise would/be beyond their 
f reach. 

“As abhorrent as the Idea would s 
be * to the American people, it ; 
5 would probably be much better! 


(over) 


to elect presidents for life t£an 
» to follow the present procedure. 

“A president, upon being re- 
nominated, personally selects his 
vice-presidential running mate. 
This custom serves to further 
close the door to the presidency 
for men of outstanding ability. 

“Thomas It Dewey was the 
Republican candidate in 1944, at 
the age of 42, and the leading 
candidate for the Republican 
nomination when 38. Had he been 
elected, it is likely he would have 
served as much as 40 years, dur- 
ing which time he would have 
been pressed to promise whatever j 
it took to get re-elected every 
four years. J 


“Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, 
Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Ken- 
tucky, Massachusetts, Maryland, 
Minnesota, Montana, Nevada, 
J^ew Mexico, North Carolina, 
Oklahoma, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, 
Washington, West Virginia and 
Wyoming have not ratified. The 
legislatures of 22 of these states 
are now in session. 

Some limit Governor's Term. 

'The limitation of four years’ 
tenure in the governor's office is 
a part of the constitution of 
; some of the states which have 
failed to ratify the constitutional 
amendment This limitation of 


the governor 1 * tenure has served 
them well, and there is not & 
single state in the Union which 
has it whose people would con- 
sider for a moment giving it up. 

“Let us look at the score: The 
Democratic meumbent Truman, 
is exempt and unaffected. The 
amendment is truly nonpartisan, 
nearly noncontroverslal and much 
to be desired. There is no vocal 
opposition, the legislatures are in 
session, and one may think the 
- ratifications will surely be voted; 
but find out by talking to your 
friends, either in or out of public 
life, how much they know about 
■it, what they think about it and 
" ?;hat they are doing about it. 


“You will probably be appalled 
at the unbelievable indifference 
which you encounter and realize 
that our freedom to do as much 
ap we desire carries with It the 
^freedom to do nothing for our 
-salvation and that this constitu- 
tional amendment may die 
through inattention and inertia.” 


President Eisenhower was the first President to become subject to the provisions of the 
No-Third -Term Amendment. His high popularity would have been sufficient reason for him to 
have accepted the Republican nomination in which event the Republicans could probably have 
re-elected him although he is the oldest President ever to serve. 

Events leading up to the final ratification of the 22nd Amendment which made it the Law of 
the Land; become of interest. Regardless of Secretary Ickes* dire predictions (note sheet 
attached) I began January 10, 1951.? writing the State Legislators^ the Governors and other 
State officials as well as Members of Congress from the States which had not ratified, and 
whose Legislatures were in session urging ratification of the 22nd Amendment. I would fre- 
quently revise a map showing the progress of the campaign and enclose it in hundreds of letters 
containing the best talking points I knew in favor of ratification. 

The Arkansas Legislature rejected ratification early in the year. Having previously lived 
in Arkansas several years^ I contacted my friends and the members of the State Legislature in 
Arkansas,, and we prevailed upon the legislature to again take up the Amendment. The second 
time ^ both Houses passed it with nice majorities. Mr. Sidney Latham^ of my office and previ- 
ously Secretary of State in Texas^ had met the Secretaries of State throughout the Nation at 
their conventions, and was popular with them. This was of great help in the campaign. When- 
ever we would learn any favorable news., such as that the Amendment had passed in one House in 
some State, we would promptly report the progress to other States. The foe then^ as it has 
been in recent years in the battle against Communism^ was apathy. I found Mr. E. H. Ramsey of 
Florida was working on the project and as he was the only person I found devoting time to it, 

I think that Mr. Ramsey, my friends and those contacted by me ? were largely instrumental in 
getting the Amendment ratified. Nevada followed Utah within one hour/ to become the necessary 
36th State to ratify. Senators Harry F. Byrd and J. 0. Eastland requested me to continue my 
efforts. Although it became n no news ' 1 several additional states ratified. 

Two or three years ago there was some talk of repealing the Amendment. This would have re- 
quired 2/3rds majority votes In the U.S. Senate and House and the ratification of 3Aths of 
the States. The Proponents must have received little or no encouragement as the effort was 
soon ended. 

The open campaign in the i 960 race is a testimonial to the 22nd Amendment. I feel now., 
as pointed out to those I contacted In 195^^ that without it nearly every man who is elected 
President would serve for life. 


The article published in the Times Herald beginning at the fifth paragraph contained one 
of the several letters, almost verbatin., I sent to thousands during the six weeks 5 days 
ratification campaign. 

Constructively, 


The 22nd Amendment is the only amendment to the U. S. 
Constitution ever ratified after it had been before the 
State Legislatures more than four years. H. L. Hunt 

/ 

December 7, i 960 The above 3. lines just added Nov. 6, 1971 


w.x. ty* > w 

H. L. Hunt 
1401 Elm St. 

Dallas, Texas J5202 



